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A. PERSONAL STATEMENT 
During my research I have been always interested in approaches of Functional genomics and 
Cell biology to study human diseases. During the first part of my career, I worked, as part of the 
Human Genome Project, on the identification and characterization of new human genes with 
unknow function. At that time, I identified and characterize two new genes: the TMLH gene, which 
codifies for the e-N-Trimethyllysine Hydroxylase, the first enzyme of carnitine biosynthesis and 
the WASH gene,  that codify for a new member of the Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome protein 
(WASP)/WAVE family. The members of this family are NPF (Nucleation Promoting Factors) 
assembly factor necessary for the production of new actin branched filaments from pre-existing 
actin filaments. Defects on these genes are causative of the immune Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome. 
To expand my knowledge in studying the molecular basis of the mechanisms regulating actin 
remodeling and vesicular trafficking and their relationship to human disease, I moved to USA and 
I joined the laboratory of Dr. Sergio Catz’ lab at Scripps, La Jolla. During my time at Dr. Catz’s lab 
I have been working on different cellular and mouse models of immune disease and acquired 
some of the many skills required to study this fascinating field of biological research.  A that point 
of my career, I decided to follow my major interest in functional genomics I joined the TIGEM 
institute as senor post doc in the laboratory of Prof. Andrea Ballabio. Thanks to my expertise in 
cellular biology and genomics I have been involved in the ambitious project to generate a biobank 
of cellular model to perform the first comparative study of a class  of the human inerited disorder: 
the Lysosomal storage diseases. Within this project, I have built my expertise in the CRISPr 
technology and its application in vitro and in vivo.  
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B. POSITIONS AND HONORS: 
Positions and Employment 
2000-2001   Undergraduate, Institute of Genetics and Biophysics, CNR, Naples, Italy 
2002-2006   PhD Student, Institute of Genetics and Biophysics, CNR, Naples, Italy 
2006-2009   Postdoc. Fellow, Institute of Genetics and Biophysics, CNR, Naples, Italy 
2010-2013   Res. associate, The Scripps Research Institute, La Jolla (CA) 
2014-Pres   Res. associate, Telethon Institute of Genetics and Medicine (TIGEM), Pozzuoli, Italy 
 
Honors and Fellowships 
2001  Magna cum laude, University of Naples Federico II, Italy. 
2005  Institute of Genetics and Biophysics fellowship for the PhD program, Naples, Italy.  
2006   Short EMBO fellowship University of Helsinki, Helsinki (Finland) 
2008              Banco Napoli fellowship.  
2011-2013 American Heart Association fellowship, TSRI (CA) 
2014-2015 DTI-IMPORT/Marie Curie COFUND postdoctoral fellowship, TIGEM (IT) 
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